August 21.]    Politeness fictitious benevolence.                93
would stand up. He insisted that politeness was of great consequence in society. ' It is, (said he,) fictitious benevolence1. It supplies the place of it amongst those who see each other only in publick, or but little. Depend upon it, the want of it never fails to produce something disagreeable to one or other. I have always applied to good breeding, what Addison in his Cat<? says of honour:—
" Honour's a sacred tie; the law of Kings; The noble mind's distinguishing perfection, That aids and strengthens Virtue where it meets her; And imitates her actions where she is not."'
When he took up his large oak stick, he said, ' My lord, that's Homericl?;' thus pleasantly alluding to his lordship's favourite writer.
Gory, my lord's black servant, was sent as our guide, to conduct us to the high road. The circumstance of each of them having a black servant was another point of similarity between Johnson and Monboddo. I observed how curious it was to see an African in the North of Scotland, with little or no difference of manners from those of the natives. Dr. Johnson laughed to see Gory and Joseph riding together most cordially. 'Those two fellows, (said he,) one from Africa, the other from Bohemia, seem quite at home.' He was much pleased with Lord Monboddo to-day. He said, he would have pardoned him for a few paradoxes, when he
1 In the Rambler, No. 98, entitled The Necessity of Cultivating Politeness, Johnson says:—'The universal axiom in which all complaisance is included, and from which flow all the formalities which custom has established in civilized nations, is, That no man shall give any preference to himself^   In the same paper he says that ' unnecessarily to obtrude unpleasing ideas is a species of oppression.' a Act ii. sc. 5. 3 Perhaps he was referring to Polyphemus's club, which was
' Of height and bulk so vast The largest ship might claim it for a mast.'
Pope's Odyssey, ix. 382. Or to Agamemnon's sceptre :—
'Which never more shall leaves or blossoms bear.'
Iliad, i. 310. foundd substance than all the elegant discourses of Dr. Berkeley, but infinitely better entitle him to the character of a great genius.'
